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of New France refused to recognize the Sisters of
Mercy as he refused at the same time to approve of
Marguerite Bourgeoys' foundation? This was moral
suiFering that was added to physical suffering of every
description, from cold and hunger to the repeated
assaults of the Indians, which though the colonists
lived constantly on the alert, yet claimed all too many
victims.

Of all the plans for New France the missionary
work continued to be foremost. The "Black Robes"
went everywhere, among the Hurons who from the
beginning had been allies of the French, among the
Neutrals, the Algonquins, the Tobacco nation, even
among the Iroquois to the south. The belief persisted
that it would be easy to turn the Indians into French-
men, even the cruelest of them. But the Iroquois had
sworn to destroy the Huron missions and these dis-
appeared one after the other, within one year. The
dead were never numbered and among them there were
martyrs whom the prospect of the most frightful
tortures had not turned aside from the road which they
had freely chosen.

First there was that Father Isaac Jogues, who came
from Orleans. The Iroquois captured him, tortured
him in a thousand ways, cut off his fingers, and used
him as a beast of burden. Liberated by the Dutch,
Father Jogues returned to France but only briefly.
While he was there Anne of Austria received him and
kissed his mutilated hand. Then Father Jogues asked
for leave to return to the land of his torturers. "I shall
go/' he said, "and I shall not return." Charged with a
mission amongst the Iroquois, he was treacherously
slain by a blow from a tomahawk.